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THE RED CORRIDOR – From Pashupati to Tirupati 
 
In last few years an internal 
conflict has intensified in India 
along most of its regions along 
the east coast spreading from 
Nepal border to Tamil Nadu. 
Though started 40 years ago, it 
ceased to die out and instead had 
grown ominously. This region 
largely includes dense forests and 
tribal areas and consists of 
92,000 sq km. Popularly called 
the Red Corridor; this area is 
under the heavy influence of left 
wing extremists – called Naxals. 
 
The area where the Maoists 
operate has grown dramatically in 
last two decades. In the early 
1990s the number of districts 
affected by varying degrees of 
Maoist violence stood at just 15 in 
four states. This rose to 55 
districts in nine states by the end 
of 2003 and to 156 districts in 13 
states in 2004.  
 
Maoists are currently believed to be operating in around 200 districts (of a total of 604 
districts in the country) in 17 states. The worst affected states are Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, 
Bihar, and Orissa. 
 
Unification of dominant Naxal factions into CPI (Maoist) in 2004 has sure made the activities 
in the Red Corridor as the most serious threat to India's national security. The central 
government has banned the CPI-Maoist in 2009 under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 
Act, calling it a terrorist organization. 
 
The growing influence and strength of the Naxal movement prompted the Indian Prime 
Minister, Manmohan Singh, to describe the rebels as the single biggest internal 
security challenge faced by India.  

 
 
The Social Situation 
 
Most of the support for Naxal movement comes from dalits (former “untouchables”) and 
adivasis. Dalits have been discriminated against for centuries due to their lower status in the 
caste system, and despite laws to counteract injustice, they lack access to quality education 
and opportunities for upward social mobility. Many of the 84 million adivasis, or tribal people 
(according to 2001 census) also feel isolated from the mainstream populace. Most live in 
rural parts of the country, especially in states where the Naxal movement is strong. The 
rates of illiteracy and infant mortality are far higher than the national percentages calculated 
for other castes. 
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The Economic Situation 
 
The districts that comprise the Red Corridor are among the poorest in the country. A key 
characteristic of this region is non-diversified economies based solely on the primary 
sector – converting natural resources to primary products. Agriculture, sometimes 
supplemented with mining or forestry, is the mainstay of the economy, which is often 
unable to support rapid increases in population. 
 
Despite being rich in minerals such as iron ore and bauxite, the people living there, who are 
largely Adivasi or tribal are desperately poor. Exploited by forest officials, contractors, 
mining companies and middlemen and neglected by the state, villagers in the Red Corridor 
are among the worst off in the country. 
 
And it is to liberate them from their oppressors and the Indian state that the Maoists claim 
to be waging their armed struggle. 
 
It is true the Maoists have improved life for the Adivasis by forcing local officials to dig wells 
or pay better wages to the villagers. But over time, they have turned oppressors 
themselves. Villagers who don't obey the Maoists have been killed and Maoist violence 
stands in the way of development projects. 
 
 
 
CURRENT STATUS OF THE NAXAL MOVEMENT  
 
India has registered large economic growth figures 
since it liberalized economic policy. At the same time, 
the violent Maoist insurgency has filled a void in the 
villages and hinterlands of India, as the poorer 
members of society failed to get much benefit from 
good governance or economic prosperity. As the gap 
between the rich and poor widens, Naxals may 
continue to gain a foothold in the eastern states, and 
it could become a problem the government cannot 
afford to ignore. 
 
The government of India wants to establish its 
sovereignty over use of rich minerals and natural resources opposed by the who advocate 
sovereignty of local people over their land and its resources. 
 
In recent years, India's biggest corporate houses have moved stealthily into the forest 
areas, buying up land and acquiring the rights to extract the natural wealth, efforts deemed 
necessary by the government to enhance economic growth and create new jobs. It is seen 
as an attempt to ensure economic gains foe few at the cost of further marginalizing the poor 
local. 
 
Attempts of the government to counter the Naxals through force only seem to be feeding 
the problem – it alienates the very people it need to reach. These are people who live in 
semi-destitute and isolated conditions and have never seen the face of government. They, 
however, recognize the Naxals who speak their language and know them better than 
government’s men who come from outside and talk of issues strange to them. 
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The struggle between the Naxals and the Indian government is illustrative of the tug-of-war 
between efforts for national economic growth and ensuring health, sustenance and 
advancement of the local people. The tension between the Naxal movement and the Indian 
government clearly highlights the importance of integrating national development strategies 
with local practices. It clearly underscores that national economic growth at the cost of 
those already neglected is not a viable or smart option. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ties with Other Extreme Groups 
 
Emboldened after the formation of CPI (Maoist) in 2004, these insurgent groups have also 
endeavored to foster ties with other insurgent groups to spread their areas of operations 
and influence. 
 
A major 'Unity Congress' was held in January 2007 in the jungles on the Jharkhand-Bihar 
border to mark the complete merger of the major Naxal groups, intensify their struggles 
and chalk out their future strategies against the Indian state. This gathering reportedly had 
delegates from 14 states including from the Northeast and J&K.  
 
In this congress, the Maoists have called for strengthening the "nationalities struggles of 
Kashmiris, Assamese, Nagas, Manipuris and Tripuris". Besides many anti-national 
resolutions having been passed, the congress also opined that the special economic zones 
which are coming up all across the country are nothing "but foreign economic enclaves". 
Some reports also link the Nandigram unrest to Maoist penetration in West Bengal. 
 
There are also reports of growing linkages of Indian Maoists organizations with those in Sri 
Lanka, Bangladesh, Turkey and Nepal. Nepalese Maoists have reportedly also set up bases 
in the Indian border districts of Champaran, Sitamarhi and Madhubani. The likely linkages of 
Naxal with the LTTE, Pakistan's ISI and Bangladesh's DGFI need to be strictly monitored. 
 
 
 
The Nepal Question 
 
Particularly worrying for the Indian government is the long-standing Maoist insurgency in 
Nepal and the Maoists’ dominant position in Nepal’s Constituent Assembly and political 
influence have raised deep concerns in India about the possibility of the Naxal insurgents 
finding sanctuary and other forms of support across the border. There are indications that 
some arms transfers and training in guerrilla warfare tactics may have taken place between 
the two groups, but at this point there do not appear to be close organizational links. Indian 
Maoists have been critical of the electoral approach taken by their Nepali counterparts. 
 
 
 

“While other movements seem to attack the Indian state at its strong points 
(its secularism, its inclusiveness, or its democracy), the Naxals attack India’s 

weakest point:  the government’s failure in delivering basic government 
services to those who need them the most.” 
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Latest State Initiatives 
 
Lately, Naxalism has invited attention from the highest quarters. A Monitoring Committee of 
the affected states, headed by the Union Home Secretary has been created with the Home 
Minister personally coordinating the efforts. A special combat school to train the police has 
been set up in Chhatisgarh under an Army Brigadier. More battalions of para military forces 
have been created and more battalions are being deployed to fight the Naxals.  
 
But at the same time, government wants to include a socio-economic dimension to it. By 
making a distinction between the hardcore revolutionary, who had to be dealt with severely, 
and the foot-soldier, who ought to be weaned off from the path of violence through socio-
economic packages.  
 
 
 
GENESIS OF MAOISM/NAXALISM IN INDIA 
 
The Telangana Movement  
 
The only logical way to look at the Naxal movement is to locate it within the framework of 
Communist movement in India. The best place to start should be the rise and fall of the 
Telangana Movement (1946 – 51) because Telangana will always remain the glorious 
chapter in the history of peasant struggle. It was an effort to copy the Chinese revolution 
and suggested that a model better suited to Indian conditions need developing. 
 
The Telangana experience led to evolution of three distinct ideologies within the Indian 
Communist movement. One favoring Stalin, another opting for Chinese model, and the third 
favored a centrist approach along parliamentary democracy. 
 
Split of the Communist Party of India  
 
Following the India-China war, the Communist party split into two during 1964 – 
Communist Party of India (CPI) and Communist Party of India (Marxist) CPI (M). While the 
CPI preached the theory of ‘peaceful road to non-capitalist development’, the CPI (M) 
adopted the centrist line. Though there were serious differences on ideological and tactical 
grounds, both the parties went ahead with their parliamentary exercises and formed the 
United Front government in West Bengal.  
 
Birth of Naxalism 

 
In the backdrop of internal conflicts within the Indian 
Communist movement, an incident in a remote area gave 
birth to what is now called Naxalism. In a village called 
Naxalbari in West Bengal, which gave the word “Naxal” to 
the world, a tribal youth named Bimal Issan, having 
obtained a judicial order, went to plough his land on 2 March 
1967. The local landlords attacked him with the help of their 
goons. Tribal people of the area retaliated and started 
forcefully recapturing their lands.  
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What followed was a rebellion, which left one police sub inspector and nine tribals dead. 
Within a short span of about two months, this incident acquired great visibility and 
tremendous support from cross sections of Communist revolutionaries across the country. 
 
Although the United Front Government of West Bengal, headed by the CPI (M) was able to 
contain the rebellion, these state units had a formal meeting in November 1967, as a result 
of which the All India Coordination Committee of Communist Revolutionaries  (AICCCR) was 
formed in May 1968. The AICCCR adopted two cardinal principles for its operations – 
allegiance to the armed struggle and non-participation in the elections.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More Fragmentation 
 
However, differences cropped up over how an armed struggle should be advanced and this 
led to the exclusion of a section of activists from Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal, led 
respectively by T. Nagi Reddy and Kanhai Chatterjee. 
 
In 1969 the AICCCR went ahead with the formation of the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist- Leninist) in May 1969. The CPI (M-L) held its first congress in 1970 in Kolkata and 
Charu Mazumdar was formally elected its general secretary. Since then, both the CPI (M-L) 
and the MCC continued with their respective forms of armed struggle for the next couple of 
years.  
 
During this period, Charu Majumdar became the undisputed Naxalite guru and with the 
organizational skills of Kanu Sanyal and Jaghal Santhal, the movement spread to different 
corners of the country. However, as hundreds of CPI (ML) cadres lost their lives, and 
thousands were put behind bars, the movement witnessed confusion, splits and 
disintegration. After Charu Majumdar’s death in 1972, the central leadership of CPI (ML) 
virtually collapsed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The history of the Naxal movement post Charu Mazumdar, is characterized by a number of 
splits, and attempts at course-correction by some of the major groups. Even Kanu Sanyal, 
one of the founders of the movement gave up the path of "dedicated armed struggle" by 
1977 and accepted parliamentary practice as a form of revolutionary activity. 
 
 

The Naxal Ideologue 

Charu Majumdar inspired by Mao’s doctrines, provided 
ideological leadership for the Naxalbari movement, advocating 
that Indian peasants and lower class tribals overthrow the 
government and upper classes by force. A large number of 
urban elites were also attracted to the ideology, which spread 
through Majumdar's writings, particularly the “Historic Eight 
Documents” which formed the basis of Naxalite ideology.  

NDTV News – July 29, 2010 
6 boys of Naxalbari village have been selected to play football in Bayern Munich, Germany. 

http://socialissuesindia.wordpress.com/


http://socialissuesindia.wordpress.com/  Page 8 of 18 

  
Naxal Movement In India  

Another Attempt for Revival 
 
It 1974, an influential group of the CPI (ML), led by Jauhar (Subrata Dutt), Nagbhushan 
Pattnaik and Vinod Mishra, launched a major initiative, which they termed ‘course-
correction’. This group renamed itself the CPI (M-L) Liberation in 1974. The group offered 
an Indianized version of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism: limited role for armed struggle and 
greater emphasis on mass peasant struggles. 
 
Further Fragmentation 
 
However, during the next three years, the movement suffered further splits with leaders, 
such as Kondapalli Seetharamaiah (Andhra Pradesh) and N. Prasad (Bihar) dissociating 
themselves from the activities of the party. This led to Prasad forming the CPI (M-L) (Unity 
Organization) and Seetharamaiah started the People's War Group (PWG) in 1980.  
 
Consolidation 
 
Since then, the principal division within the Naxalite movement has been between the two 
lines of thought and action – as advanced by the CPI (ML) Liberation and as by the PWG. 
While Liberation branded PWG a group of "left adventurists”, the PWG castigated the 
Liberation group as one of the "revisionists" imitating the CPI (M). On the other hand, the 
growth of MCC as a major armed group in the same areas, created the scope for 
multifarious organizational conflicts among the Naxal groups.  
 
Liberation took a theoretical stand of correcting the past mistake of ‘completely rejecting 
parliamentary politics’ and registered its first electoral victory in Bihar in 1989. On the other 
hand, PWG and MCC completely rejected the parliamentary democratic system of 
governance and vowed to wage ‘people’s war for people’s government’.  
 
In the 1990s, the armed groups gained access to latest weaponry and training and thus 
became far more destructive and emboldened. The consolidation and penetration continued 
for next several years. 
 
 
Formation of the Communist Party of India (Maoist) 
 

The Naxal movement in India entered yet another phase of 
organizational transformation with the merger of two of the 
principal armed organizations, viz. People’s War Group (PWG) and 
the Maoist Communist Centre of India (MCC-I), which resulted in 
the formation of the Communist Party of India (Maoist) or 
simply CPI (Maoist).  
 
Since then, the morale of the left wing extremist elements has 
been on the rise due to enhanced ideological and operational 
synergy to the detriment of the state, which is always slow to 
react. They are now trying to woo other splinter groups and have 
also consolidated their front organizations into ‘Revolution 
Democratic Front’ (RDF) to intensify their mass contact program. 
 

The improvised aim of the CPI (Maoist) as announced on the occasion of its formation is to 
establish a compact revolutionary zone, stretching from Nepal to Bihar to Andhra 
Pradesh and beyond. While continuing their pursuit of a people’s democracy, the ultimate 
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aim of the CPI (Maoist) is to seize power through protracted armed struggle. The rebels 
reject participation in elections or involvement with any established government, as the 
state is seen as ineffectual and ignorant to the needs of the poor. Land use is a particular 
issue. 
 
 
SALWA JUDUM in CG– THE COUNTER STRATEGY OF THE STATE 
 
Salwa Judum (means Peace March or Purification 
Hunt in Gondi language) 
 
Before the Salwa Judum 
 
Bastar and Dantewada districts of Chhattisgarh have 
traditionally been sparsely populated, rich in natural 
resources, and are among the poorest tribal regions. 
Here the Maoists (Naxalites) have continued to enlarge 
their base among the local tribals over the past two 
decades as they had grassroots support. The first 
movement against the Naxalites was the 'Jan Jagran 
Abhiyan', started in 1991 by Mahendra Karma. This 
was mostly led by local traders and businessmen. This 
movement later collapsed, and the leaders had to seek 
police protection to survive. 
 
There have been many in Bastar who never liked the 
Naxals, and have been fighting to throw them out. 
Prominent among them is the Village Suraksha Samiti 
movement started in 2001. The leaders of this peaceful anti-Naxal movement claim it had 
reached more than 100 villages before Salwa Judum appeared on the horizon. 
 
 
Salwa Judum 
 

However, around 2005 the state had signed the MoU's with 
the Tata and Essar groups, and was eager to flush the 
region of the Naxalites in order let the mining companies 
smoothly operate there. This was the beginning of the 
police support and military to the movement.  
 
In the first week of June 2005, locals disgruntled with the 
Naxals gathered at Karkeli village. It was commended as a 
spontaneous uprising and the start of Salwa Judum. The 
first big Salwa Judum rally was planned subsequently in 
Bijapur town. After Karkeli, Salwa Judum organised rallies 
in village after village – to recruit members for the 
movement. 
 
Soon, the Chhattisgarh state government decided to 
support the movement actively assisted Salwa Judum 
activists and added a complicated twist in the fight against 
the Naxals. It was cheered as a path-breaking socio-political 
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move to counter the Red menace. It began recruiting many of them as SPOs or 'Special 
Police Officers', from the local tribals (including Ex-Naxals) who were familiar with local 
terrain. They were paid salaries, Rs 1500 – 2000 pm and were promised absorption in the 
police force.  Many of these civilians were children (just like Naxals), who were trained 
with .303 rifles.  
 
 
How the Strategy Backfired 
 
But it would soon make the tribals even more 
vulnerable than they were. The Judum activists tried 
every trick to force villagers join them – suddenly 
poor villagers had to contend with another bully apart 
from the Naxals. While the Maoists suspected many 
to be Judum sympathisers, lashing out at them with 
ferocity, the security forces were content to see them 
being used as human shields. In the spiral of violence 
and retribution, a large number of innocents were 
caught, both by the Maoists and the Judum.  
 
Those fleeing had to risk being killed or tortured by either of the rampaging sides. Often, 
the Judum bundled tribal youths into camps run by them, where they would get subsidized 
rations along with some meager sum of money. Within 3 years 650 villages were burnt or 
emptied forcing over 3 lakh people to flee their homes – many flee to neighboring Andhra 
Pradesh, some found shelter in the camps and several went missing. 
 
 
 
How Tribal Women United to Protect Their Dignity 
 
Krantikari Adivasi Mahila Sangathan 
(KAMS), a mass organization led by CPI 
(Maoist) that claims a membership of 
90,000 women, reflects the desire of the 
Adivasis to manage their own affairs. The 
KAMS takes up issues like forced marriages, 
bigamy, domestic violence and the need to 
break with traditional tribal thinking that 
oppresses women. When the men are taken 
away, these women also go en masse to 
the jails and sometimes succeed in getting 
them released. 
 
As police repression has grown in Bastar, 
the women of KAMS have become a 
formidable force and rally in their hundreds, 
sometimes thousands, to physically confront 
the police.  
 
The very fact that the KAMS exists has radically changed traditional attitudes and eased 
many of the traditional forms of discrimination against women. For many young women, 
joining the party, in particular the People’s Liberation Guerrilla Army (PLGA) became a way 
of escaping the suffocation of their own society. 

CAVOW report, December 2006 

Methods like the Salwa Judum and the 
wanton militarization of society in 
Dantewara is not the way to solve the 
problems of underdevelopment and 
political dissent in the area. Dantewara 
today is heavily militarized, leading to 
brutal repression of an impoverished 
people seeking social justice. 

Arundhati Roy Interviewing Maoist Cadre 
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Tribal women bore the brunt of major Salwa Judum’s drives against their tribe. One of their 
slogans was Hum Do Bibi layenge! Layenge! (We will have two wives! We will!) A lot of 
bestial sexual abuse was directed at members of the KAMS. Many young women who 
witnessed the savagery of Judum joined the PLGA and now women make up 45 percent of 
its cadre. 
 
In fact, Arundhati Roy, activist and author, has graphically described the brutality of Judum 
fanatics after interviewing dozens of KAMS women cadre, in her articles. 
 
Thus, the Adivasis, through the PLGA lead by the CPI (Maoist), succeeded in putting up stiff 
and effective resistance to the Salwa Judum. The government and the corporate houses 
may not be amused, but they have to learn to listen to “people’s voice”.  
 
 
 
 
Cry Against Judum’s Atrocities 
 
News of atrocities by both sides drew attention of human rights activists and the Supreme 
Court. In mid-2008, movement's frontliner, Mahender Karma announced that it will soon 
cease to exist and the movement fizzled out by end of the year. The Chhattisgarh 
government on February 5, 2009, told the Supreme Court that the Salwa Judum was slowly 
disappearing in the State. 
 
The formation of Salwa Judum in the state witnessed a substantial rise of Naxal activity in 
the Chhattisgarh state. As a result in 2008, over 65% of the total Naxal violence in the 
country was seen only in Chhattisgarh along with neighboring state of Jharkhand.  
 
By resorting to militarize civilians in the name of Salwa Judum and pitting them against the 
Maoist, the state government has seriously challenged the efficacy of democratic and 
constitutional means of finding solutions to people’s problems. It has completely failed to 
address the root of the discontent, the deprivation and alienation of Adivasis, which form 
basis of the Maoist foothold in Dantewada. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OPERATION GREEN HUNT 
 
In late 2009, with an array of military forces, hi-tech support and utmost cruelty, the 
government of India launched an operation to eliminate Maoists. This initiative is wrongly 
dubbed as  Operation Green Hunt by the media. Initially, this phrase was used by 
Chhattisgarh police to describe a specific operation against the insurgents. 
 
The target of this initiative is the hilly and forest regions of 5 central and eastern states – 
Chhattisgarh, Jharkand, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and West Bengal. 
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Reasons Behind the Initiative 
 
India is economically on the move since the economic 
liberalization began in early 1990s. The rulers are eager 
to maintain the current growth rate of around 8%, 
which paradoxically has widened the gap between the 
fabulously rich of the cities and the desperately poor of 
forests. There has been no trickle-down of benefits of 
liberalization to the bottom rungs of society. In 
between lies the growing middle class of 200 million 
people comprising of private and government 
employees, service providers and entrepreneurs etc.  
 
Indian and international corporate houses are waiting 
eagerly to lay their hands on the resources and 
minerals like bauxite, coal and iron ore and the enormous pool of cheap labour. Tata and 
Essar are two such rich entities eyeing the riches of tribal lands in Orissa, Jharkhand and 
Chhattisgarh. So the Indian government can no longer afford to tolerate the fact that a 
large swath of the country is no longer under its control, and is determined to crush 
anything that stands on its way – the Maoists or the poor masses who have survived on 
local forests since ages. 
 
 
 
Precursor of Operation Green Hunt 
 
Operation Green Hunt’s precursor was the 
Salwa Judum – vigilante militias funded by the 
governing parties and local state governments. 
The leaking of a draft government report 
stating that Salwa Judum was first funded by 
Tata and Essor Steel created an outburst in the 
press; that part was subsequently edited out 
of the final version. Salwa Judum recruited 
those local people who could be bought to 
work as bullies and informers, sometimes 
offering free mobile phones in exchange for 
information. For those they couldn’t buy, they 
exercised a reign of terror. The official figure of 
emptied villages in Chhattisgarh is 644. 
Thousands of villagers were murdered. Thousands were arbitrarily arrested and left rotting 
in jail. Over 300,000 people were displaced.  
 
In attempting to separate the people from the CPI (Maoist), nearly 50,000 were forced to 
live in Vietnam-style strategic hamlets. Villagers who did not move into the hamlets were 
considered Maoists by the authorities. Independent journalists and intellectuals who tried to 
report on these atrocities were beaten, jailed or otherwise prevented from investigating 
Salwa Judum’s actions. 
 
The “land to the tiller” views of CPI (Maoist) are in contradiction to India’s rising capitalist 
development at its most competitive and cutthroat. In terms of a CPI (Maoist) – “They want 
to crush us, not only because of the minerals, but because we are offering the world an 
alternative model. “ 
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The So-called Operation Green Hunt 
 
Unlike Salwa Judum this operation is coordinated by the central government, which predicts 
a long and bloody war until the tribal area is “sanitized” and the Naxalites defeated. More 
than 100,00 military and paramilitary troops are being sent into the Adivasi areas. The plan 
is for the occupiers to gradually spread from one “sanitized” area to another. Twenty 
Warfare Training Schools are being built in India. The first operations were carried out in 
Dantewada (Chhattisgarh) and Gadchiroli (Maharashtra). 
 
With Operation Green Hunt the burning, killing, looting, and torturing has increased 
exponentially – again caught in the fire are innocent tribes. 
 
 
 
Stifling People’s Voice 

 
Dr Binayak Sen, internationally renowned for the voluntary 
health clinic for the rural poor in Chhattisgarh he has run 
since 1981 and a human rights activist, recently lectured a 
university crowd on “Violence and justice in our times”, 
describing how Operation Green Hunt is worsening health 
conditions for an already undernourished population.  
 
He said that over 50 percent of tribals have a body mass 
index of 18.5. According to the standards set by the Health 
Organization, this means that the population is in a state 
of famine. Dr Sen was recently released after two years in 
a Chhattisgarh prison on charges of “treason and waging 
war against the state”. He was accused of passing a letter 
from a Maoist prisoner he had been treating medically in 
jail to someone on the outside. After an international 
outcry, he was released on bail. (14 March 2010, Indian 
Express) 

 
Such voices are unfortunately irritants for people who want to see progress only through the 
lenses of GDP numbers and soaring stock prices of rich corporate houses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frontline Magazine, 13-26 March 2010 

“If the operation continues, the civilian death toll is liable to rise from several hundred to 
several thousand a year, as had happened in Argentina and Peru, where 50,000 to 100,000 

people ‘disappeared’ in decades-long counter-insurgency operations. ” 
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RECENT NAXALS STRIKES 
 
Emboldened after formation of CPI (Maoist) in 2004, they have undertaken major offensives 
right under the nose of government machinery. This is clearly a more ominous face of the 
Red-Terror. 
 
• In November 2005, more than 1,000 Maoists stormed a jail in Jehanabad in Bihar and 

freed about 350 of their jailed comrades. 
 

• Around 200 Maoists stormed a state-owned bauxite mining company in the eastern 
state of Orissa, taking around 100 employees hostage. They battled for more than 
nine hours before retreating. 
 

• In 2009, Maoists hijacked a train with 800 passengers in Jharkhand; it took 5 hours to 
defuse the crisis. 
 

• During 2005 to 2008, 62 telecommunication towers were damaged by the Maoists in 
the states of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra and Orissa, 
out of which 43 in 2008.  
 

• In June 2008, two 220 KVA towers were blasted depriving 15,000 villages of 
electricity. 
 

• According to an UNESCO report, Naxals blew up 300 schools between 2006 and 2009. 
It also points to an "increase" in the recruitment of children by Maoists between 2005 
and 2007. 14 and 15-year-olds were recruited into armed squads in Andhra Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand. 
 

 
 
 
In Year 2010 
 
The current year has seen an increased display of Maoist belligerence in the form of attacks 
on police and security personnel. 
 
§ On February 15, 2010 at least 25 policemen died after Maoists overran a security 

camp in West Bengal state. Maoist leader Kishenji claimed responsibility for the attack, 
say that it was in response to government’s Operation Green Hunt. 
 

§ On April 6, 2010, Maoist rebels killed 75 policemen/CRPF men in a jungle ambush in 
Dantewada region in Chhattisgarh. Gopal, a top Maoist leader, again attributed it as 
retaliation against Operation Green Hunt offensive.  

 
§ On May 29, 150 people were killed in Medinipur district of West Bengal after Maoists 

derailed Mumbai bound Jnaneswari Express and a goods train rammed into it. 
 

§ On June 29, 2010, At least 26 policemen were killed in a Maoist attack in Chhattisgarh. 
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GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 
 

Successive Indian governments have not 
been equipped to deal with the Naxals, both 
ideologically and programmatically. Despite 
labeling as a law and order problem, 
government initiatives failed to curtail Naxal 
due to lack of both sufficient number of 
trained security personnel and a 
comprehensive strategy. Connivance of 
administrative officials with the rich and 
influential at the neglect of poor provides a 
pragmatic reason for Naxals to exist. Every 
accusation of fake encounters, torture and 
death in police custody makes them adopted 
children of the human rights lobby.  
 
Strengthen Security 
 
The central government recently spent $18 

billion to buy huge amounts of military supplies and munitions, including the latest state-of-
the- art global positioning systems and night-vision- capable automatic rifles. Drones are 
being provided by Israel. And the Israeli Mossad is training Indian police as snipers. Media 
reports suggest that their mission is to assassinate leaders of the CPI (Maoist) and the mass 
movement. 
 
The military has set up camps in the forests and along streams and ponds. They have 
closed schools and taken school buildings for their own use. They have cordoned off the 
area around the forests, preventing the Adivasis from getting food and marketable items 
that allow them to earn a livelihood and access to water. And they are trying to prevent the 
Maoists from merging with and being nourished by the masses of Adivasis. 
 
Strengthen Development 
 
Besides the plan of force, the government seems to have plans for development of the 
territory included in the Red Corridor. Just recently, the central government has planned to 
spend Rs. 100 cr on every of the 33 (or 34) Maoist affected districts. This is an additional 
expenditure apart from the usual security related expenditure. These districts are 
 
Andhra Pradesh:  Khammam and (Srikakulam, Vizianagaram or Visakhapatnam) 
Bihar:    Arwal,  Aurangabad,  Gaya, Jamui, Jehanabad, Rohtas 
Chhattisgarh:  Bastar,  Dantewada,  Kanker,  Rajnandgaon,  Surguja,  Narayanpur

 Bijapur 
Jharkhand:   Bokaro,  Chatra,  Garhwa,  Gumla,  Hazaribagh,  Latehar, Lohardaga,  

East Singhbhum,  Palamau,  West Singhbhum   
Madhya Pradesh:  Balaghat  
Maharashtra:  Gadchiroli, Gondia 
Orissa:   Rayagada,  Deogah,  Gajapati,  Malkangiri,  Sambalpur  
Uttar Pradesh:  Sonebhadra  
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According to reports, this additional money of Rs. 3400 cr will be spent on roads, electricity 
and drinking water. Plus there is an issue of implementing the PESA (Panchayats Extension 
to Scheduled Areas) Act. 
 
 
 
HOW TO EFFECTIVELY COUNTER THE RED MOVEMENT  
 
Any comprehensive strategy to neutralize the Maoists must follow a two-pronged approach. 
 

1. Strategies to win over the poor tribals, dalits, and landless farmers, and 

2. Strategies to neutralize or eliminate the armed hard-core Maoist leadership 
 
 
1. Strategies to Win Over the Masses Supporting the Maoists 
 

1. Initiate special development drive for all districts of the Red Corridor. This must 
focus on developing basic facilities for education, health, drinking water, road, and 
food security through PDS scheme. Backward Districts Initiative (BDI) component of 
the Rsahtriya Sam Vikas Yojana (RSVY) needs customized for these areas. The 
recent announcement of Rs. 100 for each district should also be integrated in this 
process. 

2. Employ locals only for all the above developmental work, except for the tasks for 
which skill is not locally available. 

3. Suspend all mega projects that need dislocation of people for few years until the 
tribals’ have access to basic facilities as mentioned above and education has helped 
change their understanding of the developmental issues. 

4. Give preference to local youths for employment in police and security forces. 

5. Implement land reforms and distribute surplus land to landless farmers. 

6. Provide easy loan facility at simple and generous terms through nationalized banks 
so that private lenders don’t exploit poor farmers. 

 
2. Strategies to neutralize or eliminate the armed hard-core Maoist leadership 
 

1. Improve and strengthen police response by improving actionable intelligence 
collection and sharing mechanisms on the pattern of Greyhounds in Andhra Pradesh. 

2. Modernize the police force by including latest weaponry, night vision capability, and 
communication equipment, and improved training. Identify and reinforce the 
vulnerable police station. 

3. Looking at the increased casualties of security personnel due to IED/landmine blasts, 
provide more number of mine protected vehicles (MPVs). 

4. Retrain all police force stationed in Naxal affected areas so that they are better 
prepared for intelligence gathering activities. 

5. Cut off Indian Naxals from their Nepalese counterparts by strengthening forces at 
the Indo-Nepal border. 

http://socialissuesindia.wordpress.com/


http://socialissuesindia.wordpress.com/  Page 17 of 18 

  
Naxal Movement In India  

6. Prepare a separate commando force under a central authority to surgically neutralize 
hard-core Naxals. 

7. Deal sternly with police and security staff found dealing harshly with innocent people. 
Set up a special human rights vigilante to overlook the conduct of all 
involved in anti-Naxal operations. 

8. Device a proper surrender and rehabilitation policy for the Naxals. 

9. Unleash a propaganda war through radio and television broadcast and other means 
to wean away people from the Maoist camp. 

 
  
 

ROLE OF THE CIVIL SOCIETY 
 
The ideal role the society NGOs and media should be playing is that of human rights 
watchdog. Every act of error in the use of force serves to defeat the purpose. The basic 
reason why Maoists have been able to expand their sphere of influence is the neglect of the 
poorest of poor in the country. When left to fend for themselves, they could not find any 
other helping hand except of the self-serving left wing extremists, the Maoists. 
 
Now time has come to assimilate the tribal population and other backwards into the 
mainstream society. But it has to be done in a civilized manner without trying to counter the 
Maoists in their own ways. 
 
Functioning of the NGOs is going to be difficult in Naxal affected areas because as a strategy 
they can’t allow development of the region or the people for the simple reason – they derive 
their strength and sustenance from the neglect and backwardness. They are only exploiting 
issues of people to further their core aim – gain power through Mao’s model of bloodshed. 
In this aspect they are just power hungry people and need to be dealt with sternly.  
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